
5236	Auburndale	Road	
Charlotte,	NC		 	 		



After	the	necessary	re-grading	of	the	property	when	we	purchased	it	a	decade	ago,	the	yard	
was	a	clean	slate.		We	worked	with	a	landscape	designer	to	put	together	a	palette	for	the	
yard	that	would	consist	of	all	native	plants,	including	a	variety	of	sizes,	textures,	and	colors	
so	that,	as	the	season	changes,	so	does	the	landscape.	
			
From	March	through	December,	you	will	find	different	species	blooming	so	that	there	is	a	
continuous	supply	of	nectar	and	pollen	for	pollinator	species.		Many	species	in	the	yard	also	
provide	fruits	and	seeds	for	birds	and	other	wildlife	throughout	the	year.	
	
In	addition	to	providing	ample	resources	for	the	food	web,	when	planted	in	appropriate	
places,	native	plants	require	very	little	care	once	established.		They	are,	for	the	most	part,	
drought-tolerant	and	have	no	need	of	artificial	fertilizers.	They	can	be	pruned	as	desired,	or	
left	in	their	more	natural	forms.		The	plants	in	this	yard	have	now	been	here	for	several	
years	and	are	quite	happy.	(Those	that	weren’t	happy	have	since	died	off!)	In	the	case	of	a	
summer	drought	(more	than	a	couple	of	weeks	with	no	rain),	you	can	use	the	installed	drip	
irrigation	system	(just	turn	on	the	hose	for	about	an	hour)	to	provide	a	drink,	a	quick	“pick-
me-up”	which	will	be	especially	appreciated	by	the	plants	in	the	rain	gardens.		
	
Most	of	the	pictures	of	plants	in	this	document	were	taken	in	the	yard.	
	
If	you	have	questions	about	the	plants,	their	care,	or	want	to	get	rid	of	any	of	the	plants	in	
the	yard,	contact	Carrie@ForTheBirdsAndTheBees.com	and	she’ll	be	happy	to	help!	
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Symbol	 Scientific	name	 common	name	
Aesculus	pavia	 red	buckeye	
Agarista	populifolia	 leucothoe	
Amorpha	fruticosa	 false	indigo	bush	

⌘  	 Amsonia	tabernaemontana	 blue	star	
Anenome	virginiana	 thimbleweed	

∞	 Aquilegia	canadensis	 columbine	
❧ Asclepias	tuberosa	 butterfly	weed	
!	 Baptisia	australis	 false	indigo	

Bignonia	capreolata	 crossvine	
v	 Callicarpa	americana	 beautyberry	

Calycanthus	floridus	 Carolina	allspice	
▼ Campsis	radicans	 Trumpet	vine	

Cephalanthus	occidentalis	 buttonbush	
Cercis	canadensis	 redbud	
Chrysogonum	virginianum	 green-and-gold	
Clethra	alnifolia	'Hummingbird'	 dwarf	summersweet	

©	 Coreopsis	major	 whorled	coreopsis	
Dryopteris	x	australis	 DIxie	wood	fern	

❅ Echinacea	purpurea	 purple	coneflower	
☐	 Euonymus	americanus	 Hearts-a-bustin'	

Eurybia	divaricata	 white	wood	aster	
Fothergilla	major	'Mount	Airy'	 fothergilla	
Hamamelis	virginiana	 witch	hazel	
Helianthus	angustifolius	 swamp	sunflower	
Heuchera	americana	 coral	bells	
Hibiscus	coccineus	 swamp	hibiscus	
Hydrangea	quercifolia	 oak-leaved	hydrangea	
Hypericum	prolificum	 shrubby	St.	John’s	wort	

ý Ilex	nigra	 inkberry	holly	
Ilex	opaca	 American	holly	
Ilex	verticillata	(female,	male)	 winterberry	
Ilex	vomitoria	'Condeaux'	 Bordeaux	dwarf	yaupon	holly	
Ilex	vomitoria	'Pendula'	 weeping	yaupon	holly	
Illicium	floridanus	 Florida	anise	
Itea	virginica	'Henry's	Garnet'	 sweetspire	

Symbol	 Scientific	name	 common	name	
Juniperus	virginiana	 eastern	red	cedar	
Liquidambar	styriciflua	 sweet	gum	tree	
Liriodendron	tulipifera	 tulip	poplar	tree	

a Lonicera	sempervirens	 trumpet	honeysuckle	
Magnolia	grandiflora	 southern	magnolia	
Morus	rubra	 red	mulberry	
Myrica	cerifera	 wax	myrtle	

b	 Panicum	virgatum	'Northwind'	 switchgrass	
Parthenicissus	quinquefolia		 Virginia	creeper	

✚ Passiflora	incarnata	 maypops	
✦	 Phlox	carolina	 Carolina	phlox	

Phlox	paniculata	 summer	phlox	
Phlox	subulata	 creeping	phlox	

✌ Photinia	pyrifolia	 red	chokeberry	
❂ Physostegia	virginiana	 obedient	plant	

Prunus	serotina	 black	cherry	tree	
Quercus	alba	 white	oak	tree	
Quercus	rubra	 red	oak	tree	

®	 Rhododendron	austrinum		 Florida	azalea	
❈	 Rhododendron	periclymenoides	 Pinxter	azalea	
h Rhus	typhina	 staghorn	sumac	
❊ Rosmarinus	officinalis	'Salem'	 rosemary	

Salvia	lyrata	 lyre-leaved	sage	
✜	 Schizachyrium	scoparium	'The	Blues'	 little	bluestem	

Symphiotrichum	oblongifolium	 aromatic	aster	
Thuja	occidentalis	'Emerald'		 Emerald	arborvitae	

c Vaccinium	corymbosum	 rabbit-eye	blueberry	
d	 Viburnum	dentatum	 southern	arrowwood	
✳ Viburnum	obovatum	 Walter's	viburnum	
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Native	plants	at	5236	Auburndale	Rd.		

Plant	species	locations	in	the	yard		
are	indicated	on	the	map	by	either		
name	or	symbol.	
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One	of	the	fun	things	about	this	yard	is	that	there	are	
plants	blooming	from	March	through	November.	

	
Different	species	have	been	incorporated	into	the	

landscape	such	that	a	roam	around	the	yard	will	always	
reveal	something	new.	

	
The	following	pictures	provide	just	a	bit	of	the	show	this	

yard	will	provide	throughout	the	year.	



In	March,	the	phlox	in	the	front	and	back	yards	will	herald	the	coming	of	
spring	just	as	leaves	of	most	plants	are	beginning	to	emerge.	



By	May,	the	yard	is	covered	with	greenery	and	numerous	species	are	in	bloom,	like	
the	Virginia	sweetspire	in	the	center	of	the	picture..		



As	summer	begins,	the	oak-leaf	hydrangeas	begin	their	display.	



The	back	rain	garden	is	full	of	life	in	the	summer	with	white	spires	of	
summersweet,	the	purple	and	orange	of	false	indigo,	and	giant	red	hibiscus,		



In	September,	the	fall	colors	begin	to	stand	out	in	the	front	yard	while	the	
largest	show	in	the	backyard	has	yet	to	begin...		



Well	into	November,	the	sunflowers	will	
continue	to	bloom	in	the	front	and	back	rain	

gardens	and	you	will	find	the	purple	
aromatic	asters	also	still	going	strong.		



Aesculus	pavia,	
red	buckeye	

This	is	a	young	plant	now,	and	will	
stay	a	small	tree.	
It	flowers	early	in	spring	and	is	a	
great	nectar	source	for	
hummingbirds.	
Its	leaves	will	get	eaten	by	bugs,	and	
this	is	a	good	thing,	as	it	provides	
insects	for	young	birds	to	eat.	



Agarista	populifolia,	
leucothoe	

This	is	a	loose-formed,	evergreen	shrub	that	
produced	little	white	bell-shaped	flowers		
in	late	spring.	



Amorpha	
fruticosa,	
false	indigo	

bush	

This	open-branching	shrub	produces		
long	panicles	of	tiny	purple	flowers	in	
the	summer.		Bees	love	the	abundant	
bright	orange	pollen.	



Amsonia	
tabernaemontana,	

blue	star	

This	small,	bushy	perennial	is	one	of	the		first	to	green	up		
and	produce	flowers	in	the	spring.		In	the	summer,	you	can	find	little	caterpillars	(bird	food!)	
inside	curled-up	leaves.		It	turns	a	nice	red	in	early	fall.	



Andropogon	virginicus,	broomsedge	

This	native	grass	provides	a	golden	
hue	and	“movement”	to	the	winter	
garden	as	it	glows	in	the	sun	and	
blows	in	the	wind.			
	
The	seeds	it	produces	in	the	fall	are	
eaten	by	birds	in	the	winter.		
	
This	roots	of	this	grass	reach	deeply	
into	the	soil,	making	it	very	useful	
for	preventing	soil	erosion.	
	



Anenome	
virginiana,		

thimbleweed	

This	is	a	cute	little	plant.		There	are	only		
a	few	of	them	right	now	near	the	back	
rain	garden,	so	they	look	a	bit	spindly.			
But	when	they	fill	in,	they	should		
produce	quite	a	show.	



Aquilegia	canadensis,	
wild	columbine	

Delicate	leaves	appear	in	early	spring,	
followed	by	dangling	red	and	yellow	
flowers	that	provide	nectar	for	
hummingbirds.	
The	leaves	are	a	favorite	of	leaf-miners	
(tiny	caterpillars	that	live	inside	the	leaves,		
whose	eating	pathways	are	seen	as	crazy	
lines	on	the	leaves).	



Aronia	pyrifolia,	red	chokeberry	

This	relatively	open	shrub	is	one	of	the	
first	plants	to	flower	in	the	spring,	
providing	nectar	and	pollen	to	the	first	
pollinators	to	emerge	from	their	winter	
hidey-holes.	
	
The	leaves	also	turn	a	nice	red	in	the	fall.	
	
There	are	a	few	of	these	along	the	left	
edge	of	the	front	yard	and	towards	the	
back	left	corner	of	the	yard.	



Asclepias	tuberosa,	
butterfly	weed	

A	type	of	milkweed,	this	is	a	host	plant	to	
monarch	butterfly	larvae.		Monarch	numbers	
have	been	plummeting,	so	there’s	a	big	
movement	to	provide	more	food	for	them.	



Baptisia	australis,		
false	indigo	

This	spring-blooming	perennial	
in	the	back	rain	garden	produces	
gorgeous,	purple	flowers	which	are		
followed	in	the	summer	by	large,	
black	seed	pods.	
	



Bignonia	capreolata,	
crossvine	

This	picture	was	not	taken	in	the	yard,	but	shows	the		
potential	beauty	of	the	very	young	vines	that	are	
present.		There	are	a	few	young	vines	growing	on	the		
back	fence,	behind	the	cedar	trees.		There	is	also	one	
planted	under	the	deck	which	I	had	thought	had	died,	
but	it	seems	to	be	making	a	come-back,	tucked	in	
with	the	Carolina	jessamine.	
	
This	is	an	evergreen	vine	that	blooms	in	early	spring		
(once	it’s	mature	enough	to	produce	flowers).		The	
flowers	are	enjoyed	by	hummingbirds.		



Callicarpa	americana,	
beautyberry	

While	this	deciduous	shrub	is	not	much	to	look	at	in	the	
winter,	it	puts	on	quite	a	show	in	the	summer	and	fall.		It	
produces	tons	of	delicate,	pale	pink	flowers	that	will	
develop	into	bright	magenta	berries	that	birds	love.	



Calycanthus	floridus,	
Carolina	allspice	

This	deciduous	shrub	produces	very	interesting	
maroon	flowers	that	develop	into	fairly	large,	
pendulous,	seed-bearing	capsules.			
	
A	hardy	shrub,	this	was	planted	with	some	Virginia	
sweetspire	along	the	side	of	the	house	to	provide	an	
attractive	distraction	from	the	unattractive	heat	pump.	



Campsis	radicans,	
trumpet	vine	

You’ll	miss	the	bright	orangy-red,	tubular	
flowers	of	this	vine	unless	you	look	up.	
	
This	vine	has	“volunteered”	to	grow	up	the		
cherry	tree	on	the	right	side	of	the	
property	near	the	back	of	the	house.	
The	vines	typically	bloom	all	summer	and	
are	loved	by	hummingbirds	and	ants	
(which	are	loved	by	other	birds).	
	
This	vine	has	an	interesting	leaf	and,	you	
will	likely	find	more	“volunteering”	in	
other	parts	of	the	yard.	
	
(This	is	not	my	picture.)	



Cephalanthus	occidentalis,	
buttonbush	

These	large,	open	shrubs	in	the	back	
rain	garden	absorb	enormous	amounts	
of	rainfall.		They	can	get	kind	of	leggy,		
so	I	just	trimmed	them	back	to	
encourage	them	to	be	more	full	this	
year	(and	produce	more	crazy	white	
flower	balls!).	



Cercis	canadensis,	
redbud	

This	classic,	spring-flowering,	small	tree	is	a	gem	in	any	
setting.		The	large	one	in	the	front	yard	has	a	few	dead	
branches	so	it	may	seem	like	it’s	unhealthy	and	dying,	
but	it	continues	to	produce	new,	healthy	shoots	so		
it’s	actually	doing	okay.	

A	few	small	“volunteers”	
have	sprung	up	around	the	
yard.		The	rosy	flowers	in	
the	spring	and	the	heart-
shaped	leaves	make	this	
hardy	little	tree	quite	
attractive.	
	
(This	is	not	my	picture.)	



This	spreading	little	evergreen	plant	is	great	for	dry	
shady	places!		It	produces	lots	of	yellow	flowers	in	the	
spring	for	early	pollinators.	
	
It	makes	a	great	native	ground-cover,	so	it	has	been	
planted	along	the	berm	of	the	back	rain	garden	and	
on	the	slopes	to	the	right	and	rear	of	the	house	as	an	
attractive	way	to	prevent	erosion.	
	

Chrysogonum	virginianum,	green-and-gold	



Clethra	alnifolia,	
summersweet	

Wow!		These	white	spires	of	flowers	
in	the	summer	are	just	a-buzz	with	
pollinators!		What	a	show!	



Coreopsis	major,		
whorled	coreopsis	 Just	a	few	of	these	were	planted	along	

the	edge	of	the	rain	garden.		They	
should	spread	a	bit,	making	a	nice	
yellow	border	in	summer.	



Dryopteris	x	australis,	
Dixie	wood	fern	

These	ferns	are	planted	along	the	
outside	of	the	chimney.		They	are	
drought-hardy	and	can	stretch	more	
than	3	feet	tall.	



Echinacea	purpurea,	
purple	coneflower	

A	handful	of	these	beauties	in	the	front	of	
the	yard	provide	summer	interest	and	a	
flash	of	color.	



Euonymus	americanus,	
hearts-a-bustin’	or	
strawberry	bush	

These	plants	have	thin,	evergreen	stems	and	
sparse	leaves.		They	do	flower,	but	the	
flowers	don’t	attract	much	interest.		The	
magnificence	of	this	plant	is	in	the	brightly-
colored	pink	fruits	with	red	seeds	that	pop	
out	in	the	fall.	



Eurybia	divaricata,	
white	wood	aster	

A	densely	growing,	spreading	plant	in	
dry,	shady	areas,	this	plant	bursts	out	
in	flower	in	the	heat	of	the	summer	
and	just	keeps	blooming!	



Fothergilla	major,	
fothergilla	

Poofy	white	flowers	and	gorgeous	fall	color	are	the	
characteristics	this	species	has	to	offer.		There’s	only	one								
																																																																	in	the	yard,	but		
																																																																	maybe	there	should		
																																																																	be	more	of	these!	



Gelsemium	sempervirens,		
Carolina	jessamine	

This	evergreen	vine	produces	large,	
tubular,	yellow	flowers	that	provide	
nectar	to	hummingbirds	and	other	
pollinators	in	early	spring.		It	may	also	
produce	flowers	again	in	late	fall.	
	
It	had	grown	up	a	trellis	under	the	back	
of	the	deck,	but	was	cut	back	when	the	
deck	was	rebuilt.		It	and	the	crossvine	
are	now	starting	to	re-sprout	here.	

	
(These	are	not	my	
pictures.)		



Hamamelis	virginiana,	
witch	hazel	

This	is	a	small	tree	in	the	front	yard.		It	produces	
interesting	reddish-yellow	flowers	with	strap-like	
petals	in	the	fall,	after	the	leaves	have	dropped.			
	
(The	picture	below	is	not	mine,	though	the	one	to	the	
right	is.)	



Helianthus	angustifolius,	
swamp	sunflower	

The	stems	of	these	plants	just	get	taller	and	
taller	until,	finally,	after	summer	has	faded,	
they	burst	forth	with	their	vibrant,	yellow	
heads.	



Hibiscus	coccineus,		
red	swamp	mallow		
or	red	hibiscus	

These	flowers	are	unmistakable!		
Bright	red	flowers	as	large	as	your	
hand	rise	out	of	the	middle	of	the	
rain	garden	mid-summer	to	the	
joy	of	you	and	your	pollinator	
friends.	



Hexastylis	arifolia,		
little	brown	jug	or	wild	ginger	

This	low-growing,	evergreen	plant	is	at	the	bottom	of	the	back	rain	garden.	This	is	a	neat	
plant	to	maintain	some	winter	interest	in	the	garden.		In	the	spring,	if	you	look	very	
closely,	tucked	underneath	the	leaves	are	little	brown	flowers	(“jugs”).		My	pictures	don’t	
do	justice	to	this	cute	little	plant.	
	



Hydrangea	quercifolia,	
oak-leaf	hydrangea	

These	plants	are	so	incredibly	happy	in	this	yard.		They’ve	been	blooming	like	gang-busters.	
Following	the	full,	green	foliage	and		
gorgeous,	sweetly	aromatic	
inflorescences	in	the	summer,	these	
large	leaves	turn	a	nice	burgundy	
color	in	the	fall	and	may	hang	on	well	
into	the	winter.		Once	they	fall	off,	
the	interesting	peeling	bark	of	the	
sinewy	branches	is	revealed.			
		



Ilex	glabra,	inkberry	holly	
One	of	these	is	on	either	side	of	the	
front	porch,	there’s	one	by	the	back	
porch,	and	there	are	a	few	in	the	rain	
garden.	
These	shrubs	have	gorgeous,	shiny,	
dark	green	leaves	and	produce	small,	
white	flowers	in	late	spring.		
Like	all	hollies,	these	shrubs	come	in	
either	male	or	female.		All	of	the	ones	
in	this	yard	are	female	so	they	have	
the	potential	to	produce	berries,	but	
it	seems	there	are	no	males	around	to	
fertilize	them.	(I’ve	not	had	luck	
finding	a	male	to	purchase.)	

(They	would	
produce	little	
black	berries	like	
these	which	
would	surely	be	
appreciated	by	
the	birds.)	



Ilex	verticillata,	sparkly	winterberry	

This	little	lady	in	the	front	yard	is	full	of	
red	berries	every	fall,	thanks	to	her	
mate	in	the	backyard.		The	first	year	
she	was	here,	there	were	tons	of	
berries	but	the	second	year?		None!		
That’s	when	I	sought	out	a	male	of	the	
species,	put	him	in	the	back	rain	
garden,	and	there	have	been	loads	of	
bright	berries	every	year	since.	
	
	



Ilex	vomitoria	‘Condeaux’	(dwarf)	and	
‘Pendula’	(weeping)	yaupon	hollies	

These	native	hollies	have	tiny,	evergreen	leaves.		The	ones	
in	the	front	rain	garden	are	a	dwarf	cultivar	so	they	will	
maintain	that	small,	rounded	shape.		The	other,	just	
outside	the	back	bedroom	window,	is	a	weeping	form.		It	
was	full	of	berries	the	first	year	but,	despite	flowering	
every	year,	there	have	been	no	berries	since.		Apparently,	
there	are	no	males	around	and	I’ve	not	been	able	to	find	
one	to	purchase.		



Illicium	floridanus,	
Florida	anise	

Another	evergreen	shrub,	this	one	
produces	beautiful,	magenta	flowers	
at	odd	times	of	the	year.		Its	leaves	
give	off	an	aromatic	scent	when	
crushed.	



Itea	virginica	‘Henry’s	garnet’,	
sweetspire	

This	deciduous	shrub	graces	the	front	
yard	and,	along	with	sweetshrub,	
distracts	from	the	heat	pump	on	side	
of	the	house.			
It	produces	loads	of	clustered	white	
flowers	in	the	summer	and,	as	its	
cultivar	name	implies,	the	leaves	turn	
a	lovely	red	in	the	fall.		



Juniperus	virginiana,	
eastern	red	cedar	

This	is	an	incredibly	hardy,	fast-growing,	
evergreen	tree.		If	given	enough	sunlight,	it	
can	grow	just	about	anywhere.		It	provides	
excellent	screening	and	is	loved	by	birds	for	
nesting	and	for	its	berries.	



Lonicera	sempervirens,	trumpet	honeysuckle	
This	is	a	semi-evergreen	native		
vine.		That	means	that	if	the	
winter	is	mild,	it	could	stay	green	
all	year.		If	it	does	lose	its	leaves,	it	
will	green	up	very	early	in	the	
spring.	
It	produces	little	red	trumpet-
shaped	flowers	enjoyed	by	
hummingbirds	and	other	
pollinators,	followed	by	small	red	
berries	that	birds	love	to	eat.			
It	likes	a	lot	of	sun,	but	can	grow	in	
part-shade.		If	it’s	happy,	it	can	
bloom	for	most	of	the	year.			
There’s	one	young	vine	climbing	
up	the	redbud	in	the	front	yard	
and	another	climbing	up	one	of	
the	trees	in	the	right	back	corner	
of	the	yard.	
(This	picture	is	of	a	mature	vine	
down	the	street.)	



Magnolia	grandiflora		
southern	magnolia	

This	magnolia	is	known	for	its	thick	evergreen	
leaves.		It	produces	saucer-sized	white	flowers	in	
the	summer,	followed	by	fruits	that	the	birds	love.	
	
There	are	numerous	southern	magnolias	in	the	
neighborhood,	and	it	is	common	for	seedlings	of	
this	species	to	pop	up	in	the	yard.		They	are	easily	
recognizable	by	their	large,	thick	leaves.		I’ve	left	a	
few	of	them	in	places	where	I	think	it’d	be	nice	to	
have	a	large	evergreen	tree.	



Myrica	cerifera,	wax	myrtle	
There	are	several	wax	myrtle	planted	along	the	fence	at	
the	right	side	of	the	backyard.		This	species	is	commonly	
used	to	provide	an	evergreen	hedge	screen.		It	produces	
bluish	berries	loved	by	birds.	



Panicum	virgatum,	‘Northwind’	switchgrass	

This	native	grass	gets	about	4	feet	
tall.		It	produces	numerous	seeds	in	
the	fall	that	will	be	eaten	by	over-
wintering	birds.		Like	most	native	
grasses,	it	doesn’t	spread	across	the	
ground	like	sod,	but	will	grow	simply	
by	increasing	its	basal	area	each	
year.	



Parthenocissus	quinquefolia,	Virginia	creeper	

This	native	vine	will	crawl	across	the	ground	
and	climb	up	trees.		When	on	the	ground,	it	
can	be	pretty	aggressive,	so	I	try	to	pull	up	
any	vines	that	are	“creeping”	across	the	
ground.			
	
As	it	climbs	trees,	it	is	not	harming	them	at	
all.		Once	it	reaches	a	certain	height,	it	will	
produce	small	flowers	and	fruits	that	are	
eaten	by	birds.		If	the	leaves	get	ample	sun,	
they	will	turn	a	gorgeous	red	in	the	fall.	
	
You	can	identify	this	from	poison	ivy	
because	this	vine	has	leaflets	in	fives,	going	
around	in	a	circle,	while	poison	ivy	only	has	
3	leaflets.	



Passiflora	incarnata,	maypops	
I’ve	tried	to	get	these	to	grow	in	a	couple	of	places	in	the	
yard	(next	to	the	large	tree	in	the	front	and	just	beneath	
the	rock	wall	in	the	back)	because	they	have	such	
amazing	flowers!		The	fruits	they	produce	(passion	fruit)	
are	also	edible,	so	that’s	an	added	bonus.	
	
The	leaves	of	this	plants	are	the	main	food	source	of	the	
gulf	fritillary	caterpillars.	



Phlox	carolina,		
Carolina	phlox	

Phlox	paniculata,	
summer	phlox	

These	two	upright	species	of	phlox	in	the	
front	yard	are	great	for	pollinators.		They	
should	spread	a	bit	over	time	so	they’ll	
create	more	of	a	show.	



Phlox	subulata,	
creeping	phlox	

This	low-growing	phlox	forms	a	ground	
cover	that	blooms	in	the	spring	and	then	
often	again	in	the	fall.		It	does	well	in	
relatively	bare	spots,	brightening	them	up.	



Physostegia	virginiana,	obedient	plant	

One	of	these	is	planted	in	front	
of	the	dwarf	yaupon	hollies	in	
the	front	rain	garden.	
It’s	a	favorite	among	pollinators,	
including	hummingbirds.	



Rhododendron	austrinum,	
orange	Florida	azalea		

and		
Rhododendrom	
periclymenoides,		
Pinxter	azalea	

These	are	native	azaleas.		Unlike	the		
non-natives	that	are	commonly	seen	in	
landscaping,	our	native	azaleas	are	
deciduous.			
The	orange	azaleas	are	in	the	front	yard	
and	the	Pinxters	are	in	the	back	yard.	



Schizarium	scoparium	‘The	Blues’,	
little	bluestem	

Grasses	provide	vertical	structure	to	the	
garden.		This	species	also	provides	subtle	
streaks	of	pink,	purple,	and	blue	that	last	well	
into	the	fall	and	winter	months.	



Symphyotrichum	oblongifolium,	aromatic	aster	
This	plant	is	simply	magnificent,	but	it	doesn’t	begin	to	show	its	true	colors	until	the	fall.	
It	dies	back	in	mid-winter,	and	sends	up	new	green	stalks	each	spring.		It	takes	its	time	
growing	finely-leaved	stems	and	branches	all	summer	(you	can	trim	it	back	if	it	gets	too	
“leggy”	for	you)	and	then,	when	fall	arrives,	it	explodes	into	a	mass	of	purple	flowers	with	
yellow	(sometimes	orangish	or	reddish)	centers.			
This	profusion	of	flowers	as	the	leaves	fall	from	the		
trees	is	a	reminder	of	the	continuance	of	life	and		
beauty.	This	plant	provides	nectar	and	pollen	well		
into	early	winter	for	any	pollinators	who	are	still	out	
and	about.		One	year,	it	was	still	blooming	at		
New	Year’s!			



Thuja	occidentalis	‘Emerald’,	
arborvitae	

This	is	a	cultivar	of	our	native,	evergreen	eastern	
arborvitae.		With	its	dense	foliage,	this	plant	should	
maintain	this	tight,	columnar	form	as	it	grows	
alongside	the	house.	
		



Vaccinium	corymbosum,	rabbit-eye	blueberry	

There	are	3	of	these	in	the	front	yard,	but	they	actually	look	quite	different	from	one	
another.		That’s	deliberate.		Blueberry	bushes	of	the	same	cultivar	will	not	pollinate	one	
another.		Thus,	if	you	want	fruit	from	your	blueberry	bushes,	you	need	to	have	more	than	
one	type!				

These	small	shrubs	are	some	of	
the	first	of	the	plants	in	the	
yard	to	flower	in	the	spring,	
with	cute,	little,	bell-shaped,	
pale	pink	blossoms.	They	are	
well-established	now	and	have	
been	producing	berries	for	a	
few	years.		But	you	must	have	
patience–	although	they	flower	
in	the	early	spring,	the	berries	
don’t	mature	until	mid	to	late	
summer.	Keep	an	eye	on	them	
so	that,	when	they	do	ripen,	
you’ll	get	them	before	the	birds	
and	squirrels	do!	



Viburnum	dentatum,		
southern	arrowwood	

This	shrub	by	the	side	of	the	house	is	still	
quite	young.		It	hasn’t	yet	flowered	but	
when	it	gets	a	bit	bigger	(it	should	get	to	be	
6-10’	tall	and	wide),	it	will	produce	clusters	
of	white	flowers	in	late	spring	that	will	feed	
butterflies.	Viburnums	are	known	host	
plants	for	more	than	a	hundred	species	of	
butterflies	and	moths.	From	the	flowers	will	
develop	dark	shiny	berries	to	feed	the	birds,	
which	also	like	to	build	nests	in	these	
shrubs.	
	
Like	other	viburnums,	this	species	is	
deciduous;	its	gorgeous,	shiny,	green	leaves	
will	turn	yellow/orange/red	in	the	fall.	
	
(These	are	not	my	pictures!)	



Heuchera	americana,	coral	bells	

The	leaves	of	this	shady-loving		
species	can	change	color	
throughout	the	year	according	to	
how	much	sun	they’re	getting.	
They	will	be	darker	purple	when	
they’re	getting	less	light	and		
will	have	more	white	in	them	when	
they’re	getting	lots	of	light.	
	
They	are	evergreen,	but	they	get	
covered	up	with	the	leaves	fall.		
They	don’t	like	that,	so	if	you	want	
them	to	stick	around	and	provide	
stalks	with	tiny	white	flowers	in	the	
spring,	brush	the	dead	leaves	off	of	
them.	
	
(I’ve	never	been	able	to	get	a	good	
picture	of	the	flowers.)	



Eco-lawn	
The	path	of	grass	in	the	front	and	the	swath	in	the	backyard	
are	“Eco-lawn”.		This	is	a	mixture	of	native	grasses	that	stay	
less	than	4-6”	tall.		This	lawn	should	not	be	fertilized	or	
irrigated.		It	will	be	happy	if	it	is	swept	relatively	free	of	leaf	
litter	in	the	winter	and	can	be	mown	once	or	twice	a	year	to	
“freshen”	it	up.			


